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Luz Velez: Ok today I’m interviewing Glenn Chavis first interview on March 14, 2016 at 1:35 

pm with regards to William Penn and what he remembers. So, Glenn when did you come to High 

Point? 

Glenn Chavis: I was born and raised in High Point. February 3, 1940. 

LV: And where did you live exactly in High Point? 

GC: Well, I was born on Underhill, 205 Underhill, my grandparents’ house. 

LV: 205 Underhill 

GC: Then we were delivered at home and then we moved a block up the street to the corner of 

West and Normal Street and I spent the rest of my time there until I went off to college and from 

college I moved to Washington, so those were the two places that I lived at in High Point. 

LV: So you lived at Underhill and Normal Street until you went off to, correct?  

GC: Uh-huh 

LV: Did you live on the east side, south side? 

GC: All this is east side. 

LV: So you were on the east side. 

GC:  Everything on the side of Main Street for black folks, that’s south side. 

LV: Okay, so you were on the east side. 

GC: So, basically we had three communities in High Point you had the east side this side, the 

south side over by the Fairview that area and then you had Macedonia. Macedonia was a little 

small community of I guess about four blocks of blacks surrounded by whites. 

LV: And your parents, what are your parents name? 

GC: My father is Roy, he’s deceased, and my mother is Ruth 

LV: Now your dad’s name is Chavis, correct? 

GC: Yes, mm-hm. 

LV: Your mom’s name is Ruth. What was her maiden name? 



GC: Leech 

LV: L-e-e-c-h 

GC: L-e-a-c-h 

LV: Leach, right? 

GC: L-e-a-c-h 

LV: And did she attend William Penn? 

GC: Yes, yes both of them 

LV: Both attended  

GC: Mm-hm 

LV: What year did your mom graduate? 

GC: It’s a good question [laughs]. Let me see. ‘round thirty, in the late thirties when she 

graduated, because my father graduated before she did. I thinks that’s before they had a twelve 

grade, you know they used to have them ‘til the eleventh grade. People don’t realize that when 

they started High Point Normal it only had four grades, they added on as they went along. So we 

used to tease them about you didn’t even go to senior year, we had a senior year. It’s hard for 

people to understand that. 

LV: [Laughs] So they didn’t have a junior in the eleventh grade yet at that time? 

GC: The eleventh grade was their senior year, that’s as far as they went. I’m in my senior year, 

I’m graduating from William Penn. 

LV: And your father graduated what year? 

GC: Late thirties 

LV: Late thirties, before your mom correct? 

GC: Yes, probably two years before my mother. Yeah, he probably graduated two years before 

my mother. 

LV: So, like twenty-eight, thirty, or thirty-two, somewhere around there? 

GC: No, No, No, just say the late thirties 

LV: Ok, for both. 

GC: I couldn’t pin it down if I wanted to. 

LV: Ok, I’ll look through the yearbook 

GC: I should’ve brought my books What yearbook? 

LV: You have a yearbook for your parents? 

GC: No, no, they didn’t have yearbooks then. 



LV: Oh, they didn’t have yearbooks then? Okay. 

GC: They didn’t come out, they used to come out but the students pm was the students’ paper. 

Ok, aren’t you glad you brought me here because people don’t know it [laughs]. But anyways, 

they used to run a paper and that was like their senior, like their scrap, what do you call it? 

LV: Like their year book? 

GC: Like a yearbook, yeah, they had all the data like you would have in an ordinary yearbook 

but it was in their newspaper. 

LV: Oh, okay I have seen that one. 

GC: Valedictorian and those types of things. They are very rare, I have one and they have, I 

think they have one at the library I’m not sure if I donated that one or what. But, most of those 

thing were right over here at the last library in our community was the first public library over 

here and they just left the doors unlocked and people just went in there and took what they 

wanted. Unfortunately, they don’t know what they have and they’ve probably thrown it away by 

now somebody. It’s sad, stuff is all over the place. A lot of those papers, student papers are 

nonexistent, but we have enough to know that they used them because I talked to people that age 

and they told me about the yearbook. 

LV: Paper 

GC: Yeah the guy said, “Oh, I have a yearbook Mr. Chavis I can share with you” and I expect to 

see a yearbook and that’s what he showed me. I said “That’s not a yearbook,” and he said: “yes it 

is, you see” and I said ok [laughing]. 

LV: [laughs] interesting. Now when your parents went to school at William Penn, were your 

parents selected to either go the academic or were they chosen to do vo-tech as how they used to 

split it, how did they decide that? 

GC: Well, you have to look back and, and look at when vocational courses were offered. 

Because my research, guys were coming back from World War II, the Army, before they went in 

they were offering brick laying courses and stuff like that. But you see you talking about High 

Point Normal and Industrial, so let’s don’t, don’t confuse the two. When the school got started 

and founded by Quakers it was High Point Normal & Industrial Institute. So that’s where you got 

your educational courses, and that’s when you had your labor, like you learned how to sew, they 

had sewing classes, brick laying classes and so that was back then. And they had home 

economics, ah when I was in school and I’m sure they had it when my daddy and those were in 

school.  But no, when those people came back from the war, before the war that’s when I started 

reading about it because I have somewhere in my book there’s an actual date when they started 

bricklaying classes and those types of things. And it was in the thirties when Mr. Burford 

decided and “hey look we are going to people that aren’t interested in pursuing a college 

education, we are going to offer these courses for you. You know you had your basic courses 

reading, writing and arithmetic, but then we’re going to have people are more progressive or 

harder courses like languages and those types of things thrown in for those that plan to pursue 

college. 

LV: So, Um 



GC: In the thirties those types of things came along with Mr. Burford. He was the one, two, the 

third black principal of the school, he came in the thirties. 

LV: So, it was pretty much up to the student to decide if they wanted to pursue an education, if 

they wanted to pursue their academics they would follow the course that was set out by Dr. 

Burford,  for the student to go either the academic route or the vo-tech route, correct? Vocational 

Rehab route is that correct? 

GC: Right 

LV: So, it wasn’t as student were selected this was up to the student to decide which path they 

wanted to take, is that correct? 

GC: I’m not sure, but what my reading was it was students expressing interest, like saying I’m 

going to college, I wanna go to college and there were a lot of strange things. I guess there was a 

curriculum you had to follow but Mr. Burford um had a keen sense of what was needed for us as 

a people. You know the school system may have had one idea and he may have had another. 

Give you an example, when I was in the first grade, and this is the only place I found in the 

nation that did this. Have you ever heard of something called the High First? Right, never heard 

of it, nobody in the nation have ever heard of it. Even right here in High Point the white schools 

never had it, but we had something called the High First. Instead of calling you a little dummy. 

you repeat the first grade, they were sending you something called the High First, and then you 

would go to the second grade. So I wrote a column about that once and said if you in a class, and 

you were sister and brother or whatever and both of you ended up in the same class and you 

weren’t twins, one of you went to the first grade or both of you went to the first grade. It was a 

thing, I went to the High First.  

LV: Oh, were you? 

GC: Yeah, Ms. Hall, I rode with that lady every day and she said yes to my parents that I needed 

to go to High First because I wasn’t mature enough for the first grade I was too silly. Yeah, we 

laugh about it I wrote a column about it, and everybody started coming out of the woodwork. 

Nobody really wanted to say anything, but we got enough people to have a reunion. But that was 

just one of those things at William Penn that they did and it was supported by Mr. Whittet, 

Shepard Whittet, was the principal from Leonard Street over there so I’m sure they talked to the 

teachers about it and decided ok yeah this was good idea. And nobody has ever been able to 

explain to me why we, who created, how created but it was there because we went to the High 

First. 

LV: So, High First was also at William Penn is that correct? 

GC: No, no, no  

LV: No, it was just  

GC: It was down in elementary, just first grade. 

LV: Oh, it was just your elementary first grade. 

GC: The rest of them you just flunked the course. Mr. Burford is one of those people he wanted 

nobody to fail, Lucy. He used to raid the pool rooms. I mean he would set himself up and all of 

sudden you’d look up and here he comes in the front door, and he’s yelling out names and next 



thing you know you picking up paper or staying after school or whatever. He would track you 

down. 

LV: Did he ever have to track you down? 

GC: Hmm yeah, I was caught leaving off campus a couple of times. 

LV: Where did he catch you at? 

GC: Up on Washington Street, that’s where we could buy some cheap wine. 

LV: So, you were buying cheap wine? 

GC: Yeah we were buying cheap wine. 

LV: Did he catch you buying cheap wine? 

GC: No, but he knew it, that’s where we bought it at. Mr. Burford knew what was going on, 

now, he was in touch. We always trying to outsmart Mr. Burford. I picked up enough paper to go 

from here to New York.  

LV: What was that you said you guys were always trying to avoid Dr. Burford, is that what you 

said? 

GC: Well yeah, I guess it was Mr. Burford and I laughed about it, and we became very good 

friends after I graduated, or during my college whatever, because he was responsible for getting 

me in to college.  

LV: Did you guys, you say you became real close friends with Dr. Burford when you graduated 

from college? 

GC: Mr. Burford, he wasn’t a doctor.  

LV: He wasn’t a doctor at that time? Okay  

GC: Mr. Burford I think he just got his Master’s. I think its Michigan State somewhere up there. 

LV: Somewhere in the books I have somewhere in here it’s listed as Dr. Buford 

GC: It’s okay, don’t worry about it. That’s one of things we did, we used to call the pharmacist 

doctor in the community go up there and tell doctor whoever. So no, he was not a doctor. 

LV: So you said that you became real close with Dr. Burford upon graduation from college? 

GC: Yes 

LV: But I want to know before you graduated from college. So, you say that he caught you up 

on Washington Street once, you were trying to buy cheap wine? 

GC: He was always catching me with some young lady in the hallway. I was just always into 

something because that was just my general nature. You know we would do things to aggravate 

the teachers, and they had something called Burford’s Boys. They called us Burford’s Boys, and 

everybody used to tease about being one of Buford’s Boys. Light skin with a certain grade of 

hair, and all this stuff. Well they were about right, ‘cause we got away with murder really, and 

we would just do things, we knew things aggravated teachers. We had a French teacher and she 



did not like a toothpick being in your mouth, and we’d all go and put a toothpick in our mouth, 

and she’d start crying and no class that day. Dressing up like the teachers, big ties and stuff, the 

ones who didn’t know how to dress, just different things to aggravate them. 

LV: And why would you guys aggravate them? 

GC: Why? It was just fun, you know. I never got expelled, I don’t remember any of us getting 

expelled. Mr. Burford made sure you did things now. We didn’t need a janitor working too 

much, half the time he made sure. And then your parents, black teachers back then you had 

homework every day. And basically if they saw you out -- they lived in the community which 

was good, teachers back then lived in the community, went to the same church, were in the same 

clubs and organizations right here in the community. So if they saw you out before five o’clock 

after school they would notify your parents. And also back then you know, they could beat you 

with a paddle.  

LV: So, what contact besides, so the Burford Boys was really just a club for the light skinned 

African-Americans? 

GC: No, it wasn’t a club, that’s just what they called it. They just called us that because it was 

like Mr. Burford, we just got away with murder. You know, I mean if the teacher, we were doing 

something in class. I used to do stuff and they would take me down and like the teacher would 

say I’m going to take you down to Mr. Burford’s office and everybody would be like whoa-ohh. 

Teacher, you don’t want to do that. It was always the new teachers, there were certain teachers 

you didn’t mess with. Some of them, they’d been there a couple of years you didn’t mess with 

them.  Always new teachers. You would just drive them crazy and half of them would leave and 

we’d get new teachers. No, Mr. Burford would go down there and I’d say Mr. Burford he was 

doing such and such and I was back there minding my own business and he’d say you get on 

back up there, get on back. Were you doing something? No, Mr. Burford I was just sitting there 

ok well you go sit over there ‘til I get to you, go sit down. So, we’d just kinda get away with it. 

We tease each other about it, but I was in the National Honor Society and the Crown and Scepter 

Club 

LV: At William Penn? 

GC: Yes, and so I tell students when I’m talking to them, you know you could be a clow,n and I 

was a clown, I carried on something all the time. But teachers would give you a little leeway, 

you know. They put up with some of your stuff, but if you weren’t an honor student or getting 

good grades you better not act up in a class, you know you were going to get it. So, I did get 

away with things and because Mr. Burford, that’s what he told my parents when I got put out of 

school that he came down there and told them that he was not going to let an honor society 

student go to work in a factory.  

LV: So he spoke to your parents? 

GC: Oh, yeah he came down the same day he put me out. He had to put me out at ten o’clock 

that morning, I turned my books in, and by two o’clock that afternoon he was down at the house 

talking to my parents. And, he took me over to Greensboro and got me in Emmanuel Lutheran 

Junior College  



LV: Ok so hold on so he spoke to your parents because your parents wanted you to work in the 

factory? 

GC: No, no, no I mean you drop out of school, and I was married, so what are you gonna do?  

LV: So you were ok, so let me understand correctly, so you’re saying that Dr. Burford had to go 

speak your parents 

GC: Mr. Burford 

LV: Okay, Mr. Burford spoke to your parents about you leaving school? 

GC: Yes, yes 

LV: Okay I just to want to make sure. 

GC: Cause I couldn’t go then the rule then was if you were married with a child you couldn’t go 

to school there. 

LV: Okay, so I have a question hold on I need to write this down. Okay so back then you were 

saying if you were married with child you could not attend school. 

GC: Right, right 

LV: Who made that rule? 

GC: The people down there I guess because... 

LV: Where was that at? 

GC: One time the girls had to go, if a girl was pregnant she had to leave school, and Ms. Hughes 

she didn’t like that, which is right. No the boys just as responsible for it as the girls. So, the boy 

and the young lady and young man had to leave the school. 

LV: So if a girl was pregnant 

GC: But then later on they challenged it and they were able to go back, like my wife they were 

able to go back and finished up. 

LV: Okay, okay, who challenged the school’s policy? 

GC: Oh, Mr. Burford, my wife said that he came down there and got her. Because after a period 

I know Mr. Burford had something to do with it, I’m sure of that because he came to my wife 

and said you coming back to school. 

LV: What is your wife’s name? 

GC: Gladys. 

LV: What was her maiden name? 

GC: McBee. She went back, and they found out and there were a lot of them that went back after 

that and around that time.  

LV: What year? 



GC: Come to find out they were doing better than the kids that were there 

LV: What year was this? 

GC: Oh, when did she go back? She finished in sixty-four, she must’ve gone back she had nine, 

ten, eleven, twelve, so around 1960. I found out what that means. 

LV: How do you spell your wife’s last name? Her Maiden name? 

GC: M c B e e, McBee. 

LV: Okay I just wanted to make sure. Now at the time when she returned around 1960 was she 

under McBee or Gladys P. Chavis? 

GC: Chavis. She was under Chavis. 

LV: Now I want to go back for just a moment. So you, correct me if I’m wrong you and your 

wife both attended William Penn together, is that correct? 

GC: Mm-hm, yep. 

LV: What year did you and your wife attend William Penn together? 

GC: I was up at William Penn in the eighth grade, I left Griffin at the end of seventh. I graduated 

seventh grade at Griffin then they took us up there then they took the eighth grade up there, it 

wasn’t like it is now. But they had us, like trying to keep us away from the rest of the other 

students. They had us up behind the stage and stuff they had some little classrooms for us and so 

I was up to eighth until my junior year that is eighth, nine, ten, eleventh, so I was up there four 

years because I had left at the end of my junior year.  

LV: Okay, so what years were you there? 

GC: I graduated Griffin in fifty-four, fifty-five, fifty-six, fifty-seven, fifty-eight, in 1958 four 

years. 

LV: Okay, so Griffin was the elementary nope that was your other school, Griffin which then 

becomes William Penn. Okay so you graduated from Griffin in fifty-four and then from fifty-

four ‘til fifty-eight is when you left, correct? 

GC: Right, at the end of my junior year and I finished my senior year in Greensboro. 

LV: Fifty-four to fifty-eight, okay and your wife’s dates? 

GC: My wife what? 

LV: Your wife she attend the same years you were there fifty-four to fifty-eight? 

Glenn: No, my wife came from Florence, she was outside the city she was out in the county so 

they bused them in every day.  

LV: Ok, so she was bused in from Florence County? 

GC: Right, Florence well now. 

LV: Well. 



GC: They lived in Jamestown which was out in the county was not part of Guilford County 

Schools so they bussed them in. Let me put it like this, they had a map and it was students that 

lived in a certain area went to Greensboro. They kind of divided it up and thosee students came 

to High Point, and they had those buses like they have now and they picked them up and brought 

them in. 

LV: Okay. 

GC: So she came from out here Jamestown by the bakery out there she lived right out there by 

the bakery. 

LV: Okay, so she was bused in from Jamestown and she lived in Florence? 

GC: No, just Jamestown  

LV: Just Jamestown, okay so when she was getting bussed in correct me if I’m wrong but you 

were not married at this time correct? 

GC: No, no. 

LV: When did you and your wife get married? 

GC: Why did you ask me that question? Well fifty-seven years you do the math. Fifty-eight 

LV: Fifty-eight years married as of this year fifty-eight? 

GC: It will be fifty-eight years this year, yeah we got married in fifty-eight, 1958, that’s when 

we got married. 

LV: Okay, so your wife was allowed re-entry into, re-entry back into William Penn in 1960 

GC: Around 1960 yeah.  Coulda been three years. Want me to call her and ask her?  

LV: Sure. 

GC: Mute your phone. If she’ll answer the phone. She didn’t answer. 

LV: So, what I would like to know is, who were the students’ that challenged this policy? Who 

was actually enforcing this policy at William Penn? 

GC: You know, they didn’t treat the Negro schools and the white schools the same way. So Mr. 

Burford, that was school policy I mean the city school policy, High Point City Schools. 

Sometimes its High Point City Schools, sometimes it’s Guilford County Schools, depends upon 

who want to put up the money for the system at that time. So, ahhh, what was your question I’m 

trying to figure out? 

LV: You said that the students had challenged it. 

GC: The students, it wasn’t students like that sit-in stuff, no this was no student thing. No, I 

think Mr. Burford just felt that we needed to bring these students back because these weren’t just 

students that didn’t want to get an education. They just made a mistake they did something and I 

guess they were held responsible for it. So you don’t want to cast them out, and as I said they 

came back and did very well, very well, I knew a lot of them that did that. The young man that I 

went to Lutheran with every day, he and his wife experienced the same thing and so we were 



trying to get to Lutheran every day together. It’s just one of those things that happens, and I 

wouldn’t change my life. And everybody thinks, as a matter of fact one of my very close friend 

down in Marietta, Georgia called me yesterday about the Pointers Club. Which is a national club 

from the black community they formed but anyways. She mentioned I graduated from William 

Penn and everybody thinks because I talk about William Penn all the time think I graduated from 

William Penn, which I didn’t. 

LV: Yeah, I know you didn’t graduate from there it’s 

GC: Then here again she and I we’ve known each other all our lives when she went to New 

York we stayed in touch um, she spent all her time in New York and she went down to Marietta, 

Georgia  she’s like, what, I didn’t know that? But here again people just talking with me think 

I’m a graduate of William Penn. Sometimes I feel like it, like I said I learned a lot there and got 

involved in like the orchestra and those types of things. Mr. Burford was into the Arts. I mean he 

loved the arts, you know. Music, oh my GOD that man he used to get on us oh upi get in trouble 

man, we had to sing in the boys choir. Oh man the white shirt with the red bowtie black pants. 

Mr. Burford, he had this nickname and none of us have been able to figure out what it meant. 

Shown, here comes Shown, hey Shown when he wasn’t looking. It didn’t have a thing to do with 

his name his name was Samuel Burford,  but it seemed liked it aggravated him, but we 

participated as I said I was in the orchestra a lot of people in the band, had choirs, and he brought 

a lot of the schools, like the Utica College Chorus or whatever, and you had down south all these 

groups bringing them in here to perform at William Penn, it was outstanding. He directed the 

choir. Mr. Burford was funny. The choirs up there singing and he’d turn around and see us 

grinning, catch us like give us an ass whipping. Come to my office, when I get to you, he’d be 

cursing you out up there. None of us could see him, nor were we going to act silly back then and 

um it made those girls do things you know goose the girls and they’d jump Mr. Burford he knew 

we did it. But I don’t think very few schools, very few schools had a Mr. Burford. As I said, just 

the arts again, like artwork, we were into all that stuff. Every department that we had, our science 

fairs, we were very progressive at that school. Very Progressive. We had guys that finished down 

there bricklaying, wood laying, and woodwork stuff became contractors. They weren’t legal 

contractors but they can build stuff you know houses and so forth, garages they learned that 

under Mr. Morehead down in the shop.  As a matter of fact my little jewelry case that I made at 

the shop classes are displayed at the museum up there. So we were well- rounded. You had to 

take a year of shop. I remember you asking me that earlier, yeah we had to go down there and  

make something down there. So you can go over there and lay brick or you could come over here 

and do wood work. So he made sure you know, I like to take things that women were in it ,like 

Home Ec those types of things you know. Anytime you would pass a classroom mostly girls or 

all women that’s what I wanted to take.  

LV: Hmmm 

GC: Being the only male had a lot of advantages. 

LV: Now, you said that, I want to go back a little bit, you said Dr. Burford went to speak to your 

parents. 

GC: Who?  



LV: Oh, I mean Mr. Burford went to go to speak to your parents because you were dropping out 

of school because you were leaving school  because you were married and you had a child, is 

that correct? 

GC: Mm-hm 

LV: So what ended up happening when he went to speak to your parents? 

GC: Oh, he didn’t want to have an honor student working in the factory, and so they talked and 

he told them about Emanuel Lutheran, and he’d liked to take me over there and see if he could 

get me in there. School had already started and so he did. And it’s a boarding school and I 

finished the high school, it’s a two year college, and then the high school part. I finished there. 

LV: So he took you down there? 

GC: Yeah he took to me to Greensboro, he talk to President Campsmith, it was right there by 

A&T College, the school was by Market Street that used to be the campus before A&T bought it. 

A&T bought the campus about three years after I graduated, and then after I finished that one 

year there my senior year, once again Mr. Burford intervened and took me down to Charlotte, 

North Carolina and got me into Johnson C. Smith University.  

LV: Ok, so upon graduation of Emmanuel what year did you graduate from Emmanuel?  

GC: Fifty-nine. 

LV: 1959, and he accompanied you to what’s the name of the school again? 

GC: Johnson C. Smith 

LV: Johnson C. Smith 

GC: Mm-hm. Johnson C. Smith University in Charlotte, North Carolina JCSU 

LV: And how did he help you with Johnson C Smith University, what did he do for you? 

GC: Oh, well he knew the dean, and they were buddies, and he gotten my brother was a year 

ahead of me, and there was about five of us down there he got in school while I was there.  

LV: Who was the dean? 

GC: Good question hmm, what was his name, I can’t think of it now Dean, not Dean Grahams, I 

can’t think of it right now. 

LV: Okay 

GC: They were good friends and as I said he had gotten my brother in and about four or five 

others. 

LV: What is your brother’s name? 

GC: Bruce 

LV: And his last name is the same as yours right? 

GC: No, his name is Colson. 



LV: Spell that. 

GC: C-O-L-S-O-N he’s my half- brother. 

LV: Okay, so he’s your half -brother and what year did your brother attend Johnson C. Smith? 

GC: So it must be he graduated in sixty-two because I graduated in sixty-three 

LV: Okay, so you graduated in 1963 from Johnson C. Smith, right? 

GC: Yup, mm-hm.  And he must’ve graduated in sixty-two. I was in Alpha he was in Alpha, we 

were roommates for a while until we couldn’t stand each other. 

LV: And your brother graduated a year before you? 

GC: Yes. 

LV: Okay, did he also attend William Penn? 

GC: Yeah, oh yes. 

LV: Did he graduate from William Penn? 

GC: My sister and my brother, all of us. Hell, you had to go to William Penn. William Penn was 

like Washington Street  

LV: So, Mr. Burford also helped your brother get into Johnson C. Smith? So may I get the 

names of your siblings so that I know who’s who? 

GC: So just Bruce and my sister is Sandra. 

LV: Okay, Bruce and your sister Sandra. With a u? Saundra? 

GC: S-A-N Sandra. 

LV: Sandra S-A-N-D-R-A. 

GC: We call her Penny. I know her as Penny all my life. 

LV: Penny. Her last name is Chavis or Colson? 

GC: Chavis,  

LV: Okay what year did your sister graduate from William Penn? 

GC: Nineteen fifty-nine, she must’ve been sixty, probably 1960. She was a year behind me, it’s 

because I went to the High First. So she was catching up with me.   

LV: Okay, so it was either 1959 or 1960 correct? Between fifty-nine, sixty? Or sixty or sixty-

nine? 

GC: If I would’ve graduated in fifty-nine she would’ve finished Penn in 1960.   

LV: Okay, so your sister also graduated from there Okay, I have your half-brother and he’s your 

only half-brother correct? 

GC: Yup Mm-hm. that’s all of us right there  



LV: So just the three of you 

GC: The three of us yup. 

LV: And is your sister still alive today? 

GC: Yes, she’s still alive, she lives in Jamestown. 

LV: And your brother? 

GC: He lives in Florida. Punta Gorda. 

LV:  Oh I was just in that area.  

GC: Yeah, you’d be home down there. 

LV: Question. Do you think your brother or sister might let me interview them? Your brother 

maybe by phone, but your sister possibly by face to face?  

GC:  I can ask them. I know my sister is not.  My sister she don’t  

LV: Your sister won’t? 

GC: My sister she don’t attend stuff  

LV: Well, no I don’t need her to attend anything. 

GC: She don’t even talk to me on the phone she just she prefers her privacy so I just give it to 

her. 

LV: Okay is there a reason why she would not want to speak about William Penn? Her time and 

experience? 

GC: It doesn’t have anything to do with William Penn, that’s just my sister. She just prefers not 

in her little world or whatever you know I can’t do nothing. 

LV: Okay.  

GC: As I said call her on the phone we talk and that’s it.  You know she’s just, I accept the way 

she is. 

LV: Okay, but she does still live here in the area still right? And you brother lives? 

GC: Yes she does and my brother he’s down in Florida.  

LV: What does your sister do for a living now? 

GC: She’s retired. They’re both retired. 

LV: And what did she retire as? Was she a teacher or?  

GC: No, she was with the employment security agency. 

LV: What is that? 

GC: Where you go to get jobs.  



LV: Oh, at the unemployment office? 

GC: Yes 

LV: Okay so okay she retired from the unemployment office. 

GC: She taught at one time at William Penn.  

LV: Well, what did she teach? 

GC: Health and Physical Education  

LV: Okay, hold on, and what years was she a teacher at William Penn? 

GC: No idea. Let me see when she finished Morgan, she should’ve finished around Morgan in 

sixty-four 

LV: She went to Morgan State University?  

GC: Mm-hm, I don’t around sixty-five, sixty-six, somewhere around there   

LV: After she graduated from Morgan State  

GC: She came moved back home and sure she taught at Penn  

LV: Okay so she graduated from Morgan State around sixty-five you said somewhere around 

there  

GC: I finished in sixty-three she’s sixty-four sixty-five.  

LV: Okay so around 1965. And okay so she graduated from and she also taught Health and 

physical Education at William Penn until she retired is that correct or until the school closed? 

GC: No, she went to employment security services. 

LV: Oh the unemployment office. 

GC: That’s where she retired from. 

LV: Okay so she retired from here and then did your sister get married? 

GC: Mm-hm. 

LV: Did her husband? 

GC: I don’t want to go there, let’s move on to something else. She’s been married three times 

and I don’t keep up with that stuff. Let’s talk about something else. 

LV: Okay, Did her children attend William Penn? 

GC: No, her kids, my kids they didn’t.  

LV: Penn was already done?  

GC: Penn was already gone. Integrated everything, they didn’t have that experience. They 

wanted it, but…  



LV: Okay, now your brother did he ever teach at William Penn? 

GC: No my brother left school and went into Pharmaceutical Sales like I did. That’s where he 

retired from, no, no, he didn’t he was at a radio station. 

LV: Now your elementary school was what was the name of it? You said Normal what was the 

name of it? 

GC: Well no, no, no, that’s your William Penn. Leonard Street was where I started my 

education, over on Leonard Street. 

LV: Leonard Street that was the name of the school? Leonard Street? 

GC: Yeah Leonard Street and I left their sixth grade and when they built Griffin, Alfred J. 

Griffin elementary school, I went there and finished the seventh grade  

LV: Okay, so finished the seventh grade at Penn Griffin? 

GC: It wasn’t Penn Griffin, it was Alfred J. Griffin Elementary School.  

LV: Alfred J. Griffin Elementary School  

GC: Now you need to write this down so you won’t be confused, the school started as High 

Point Normal & Industrial Institute.  

LV: High Point Normal & Industrial in 1892. 

GC: I have a different date but we won’t go through that. I have a different date from the lady 

over at Griffin. Anyways, okay, then around 1923 the city deeded it over to the state of  

LV: To county of High Point 

GC: The city deeded over because the state of North Carolina was on their tail about edutcating 

black kids. 

LV: Because it became a public school and that time. From High Point, 1923. 

GC: Transferred the deed but the name changed too. It changed into to the Normal School, you 

see people don’t know that. It changed to the Normal School. I have the graduation 

announcements during that time and that’s what is says. The Normal School so you find out 

something other people don’t know. And then around 1927 twenty-six, twenty-seven, twenty-

eight don’t have a definite date on that, they changed the name to William Penn to honor the 

Quakers for what they had done, and they chose the famous Quaker William Penn.  

LV: Mm-hm. 

GC: What do you want me to say? 

LV: Oh, I thought you were going to say something else so I’m just waiting. Okay, so what 

brought your parents to High Point? What brought them here to live here in High Point? 

GC: Oh, my mother was born and raised here. My father came down maybe a couple of years 

old. The Chavis family moved down here from Franklin, North Carolina. Macon County, North 

Carolina. 



LV: Macon County, North Carolina and your father’s family.  

GC: Yes the Chavis side. My mother’s side they were from out here in Guilford County, no 

Guilford County and Randolph County ‘cause mama’s people were Trinity. See I call my grand-

daddy daddy and I call my daddy daddy, they understood who I was talking to, but then daddy 

on my mama’s side is from Trinity, and on my mama’s side, which is my grandmother, Guilford 

out in that area. 

LV: Okay and you said Macon, North Carolina? 

GC: Macon County 

LV: I’ve only heard of Macon, Georgia there’s a Macon in North Carolina okay. 

GC: Well we got a Dallas, we got a Denver, we got a Mexico. 

LV: Oh wow okay so your father’s side moved from Macon County. 

GC: Yup it’s Franklin, North Carolina  

LV: Okay which is? 

GC: The gem capital of the world. There searching for gems, precious stones 

LV: And um, there was something else I wanted to ask you. Okay, I lost my train of thought, I 

didn’t write my question down but my next question would be, was there any resistance to the 

school  being, before I go that far what made you, what actually what made you write about 

William Penn, what was it that inspired you to speak about William Penn? 

GC: Oh, well I decided to bring forth our history which wasn’t out there. You have to first look 

at it then realize that I was born and raised in the community. There were certain icons that 

everybody appreciated, it was William Penn and Washington Street, that was it. But then too you 

got your elementary schools, we would get into arguments with each other about Fairview Street  

School because those people on the south side, and they’re just as dedicated to that school as we 

are to Leonard Street and Griffin. See they had to come to William Penn, so they had to come 

our way to William Penn and but it was just an icon that drew me.  

Now I’ve written a lot of columns and I’ve always asked, I wish white folks would stay out of 

my history, and I’m honest about that, I wish they would, and that goes over to the people at 

High Point University.  We’ve made enough mistakes regarding our history. I’m trying to repair 

our history, I’m trying to correct things now that were incorrect regarding my history here in 

High Point. I just think it’s our responsibility too. We don’t need other people writing about us. 

We should take the initiative to research and write about us. So, we’ll be very critical when we 

find something we don’t like, we’ll be very critical but we don’t need to get that far. I don’t care 

if it’s never done, but I still think it’s our responsibility. We just need to get involved with it.  

LV: So correct me if I’m wrong you’re saying that you believe it is the black folk’s 

responsibility to worry about black history is that correct? 

GC: 100 percent. I don’t proclaim myself an authority on white history. See I was forced when I 

was coming up I was forced to study books called US History, American History, and it was 

about white folks, okay? So somebody said you know why do we have to have a whole month of 



Black History? I remind them hopefully one day you will learn something about me, because you 

don’t know anything about me. You think you do but you don’t know me. In 1964, yeah you 

know a little about me, Martin Luther King, some people sitting down, the sit-ins, but that’s not 

all my history. My history is made up of a lot people and a lot of events. And I’m tired of whites 

picking out, cherry picking what they think is important. I used to get calls all the time they 

stopped because they didn’t like the reception that they got from me. ”Mr. Chavis, can you give 

me a list of the ten most important blacks in your community?” And I’d tell them who in the hell 

are you and I to determine who is important in our community? I said I don’t do that. And why 

are you asking me something like that? They only want to deal with important people, that’s 

what they telling me. But John Coltrane, what am I supposed to put him at the top of the list 

because you did. No, I think of people out here that did a lot more out here than John Coltrane 

but because he was internationally known. We had a lot people, Mr. Burford instead of Johnnie 

Coltrane and what he did for me and everybody in the community? So you still trying to define 

who is important. So the calls stopped thank goodness. I just don’t like that. All of this I’ve 

written about, ‘cause I’m really sincere about it. We need to learn to take that trip back in time. 

When people approach me about this Washington Street project, I turned down I don’t know 

how many people. I say now why doesn’t your professor why didn’t he chose Fairview Street 

School? Nobody talks about, writes about Fairview Street School. I mean there must be twenty-

five columns or whatever have been written stories written about the history of William Penn. 

It’s about the easiest thing you can find out about High Point if you go up to the History 

Research Center. I know I have written several long columns about it. And because it’s just like 

fallen off a log.  Fairview Street and Leonard Street, somebody needs to write about it. I’ve done 

some about Leonard Street, but my mind is I’m easily attracted to something else in the 

community. But you asked me about William Penn but that was the reason because, it’s just 

because it’s an icon, and you can make it the center of anything you talking about. There were so 

many events that took place there after school, so you were constantly at the school it was like it 

never closed. If you think about it, we just had a lot of after school activities that we participated 

in at Penn. 

LV: What were some of those after school activities? 

GC: Clubs and organizations, and then you had people in the community putting on shows, 

fundraisers we had….  

LV: when you speak about community shows can you elaborate a little bit more about that?  

GC: Well you know, like the Cinderella Ball. 

LV: Okay 

GC: My mother won that one year , she didn’t like that at all. We got a picture it’s in the 

yearbook. She wasn’t smiling at all. 

LV: Do you have a picture of it? 

GC: Yes, it’s in one of the yearbooks 

LV: Okay 

GC: And but that was one of them, the Cinderella Ball, we had events like that. They raised 

money for the school, for different things, but you had these different clubs and organizations 



that put these things on like the Alpha Arts club was the old female club and the you had the 

Percussion Club it was a lot of things, my father was in that club. My oldest son before they 

disbanded was able to affiliate with them. Grandfather and grandson to be in there. But anyway 

those were the type of things that took place after school, and organizing for different things 

they’d go meet at the school and talk about, NAACP meetings, most of them took place in the 

churches when they organized an NAACP. But if I weighed William Penn and Washington 

Street I think they would I think it would balance out, I think it would be equal. Washington 

Street you just had to come once a day you just had to step on the street. If you didn’t do 

anything but tap your foot on the street and go about your business. But we had, well I’ll take 

you on the street one day. But we had everything that we wanted, going in this direction way to 

Centennial, just stop and think about it. We got so caught up in this thing called integration, and I 

think, now this is me now this is based on my research and my looking back that we, instead of 

developing yourself you wanna be like somebody. Oh I want to be like them, you know, and I 

never understood it. All these things we had here, you felt that City Lake was better than 

Washington Terrace Park, we used to call it the Park it used to be the Colored Municipal Park. 

So you want to go out therem, I been out there one time so disappointed like my GOD get me 

back over to the park. But if you don’t know your history, they don’t know what was on this 

street at one time.  So they deal with Martin Luther King and civil rights and those things which 

is easy cause you gotta come over to find out about your first doctor, your first lawyer, find out 

about this house that’s over 100 years old, the Robinson house that’s right across the street as we 

look out the window. That’s a custom-made house by two men who came out of slavery. It was 

just like anything in Emerywood they built it. Hell, they had a parlor we didn’t even have a 

living room in a lot of houses. They had a living room and a parlor oh man, they sitting upstairs 

up there in the evenings on that second story looking out. But so what was this big fascination, I 

just never understand it. We just need to do a better job of the way we treat our history, I don’t 

mind making people mad. You look at my first book, people say I thought it was going to be 

different. It’s just my facts, paragraphs, facts, something happened in a certain year. I read every 

page of the City Council records from 1859 to 1971. I pulled out 200 some pages that deal with 

us as a people, so basically I know the good, bad, and ugly regarding the way we been treated in 

High Point and I’m gonna publish that one day. But Roots, I remember I read Roots, and I 

looked at the movie. It was well put together, good documents you know documents. But the 

thing with me is, I don’t know what chicken man said you know I don’t like stuff like that. I 

want facts. Don’t tell me all these people appeared at the Kilby Hotel, this and that, the hotel it 

should’ve been the arcade they were talking about and they can’t even get that right. But where’s 

your documentation? I’ve been listening to this for thirty-five, forty years that um Ella 

Fitzgerald, Count Basie,, all these people came here. I just had this at the church on Sunday out 

at the Dollar General this lady cornered me, and oh yes they appeared at the Kilby- find your 

documents. So, and you’re getting it wrong, at least state it right, as I said that’s a hotel down 

there, there was no room in the hotel for anybody to perform anything. Cause the building that 

was still standing there was the Kilby Arcade. The second floor is your ballroom, that’s where 

they danced, so get it right.  So as I said I get really upset I’m very passionate about it to get 

involved in our history and um treated like it should be treated. People came here because of 

High Point Normal & Industrial Institute. Quakers had they were collecting the rich people up 

north and sending it down here to us.   

LV: I have a question about that, though. So you say that the people came, Quakers or are you 

saying that the Quakers came here? 



GC: The Quakers founded that school 

LV: Yes, no, no, I understand that um but you said that the people came here what people came 

here? Are you speaking about the Quakers? 

GC: The Quakers, I mean people came here because these schools that the Quakers, it wasn’t 

just William Penn, all over the south Quakers opened up schools because nobody wanted to 

educate us. 

LV: Now, I have a question with regards to the Quakers I did recover some archives information 

about the purpose of them coming here and opening up the schools in High Point was because 

High Point had a higher black population than Asheboro at that current time. So they instead of, 

they closed Asheboro and built here where they would have a higher turnout rate than they did in 

Asheboro. Is that the same information that you looked at?  

GC: I’d say that’s about right. Plus right here on the railroad tracks, a lot of people, yeah.  

LV: Because I also noticed that they didn’t go into Greensboro and I’m still researching that as 

far as Greensboro black population, and I’m currently working on that looking at archives, 

deeds, and records to find out what was Greensboro population at that time, to see if it was fairly 

accurate, I could understand Asheboro. And you know later on when we get into the Civil 

Rights, everything really starts taking off into Greensboro, so that’s why I’m like understand that 

there was a bigger population there, but I still think that High Point had a bigger black population 

than possibly Greensboro, I’m not sure yet. 

GC: You see there is a lot of industry here in High Point. Furniture and hosiery, you we were 

number one in those two at one time, and so you had all these people. Every time you did 

something ,like paving the streets anytime you lower the train tracks, you created a park, they 

brought blacks in from Charlotte these large construction companies, and a lot of them after the 

project was over a lot of them decided to settle here in High Point. That’s why they had a lot of 

black population here cause they decided to stay. They had places to work because you had these 

factories and get paid enough to feed your family. You know you weren’t going to be rich, but I 

mean they paid the minimum. And charge you a lot for everything. So you asked me something 

before that thing about, you were saying about what the people.Okay let me give you an 

example. Okay, the Quakers you know recruited  Booker T. Washington to find a black principal 

for High Point Normal & Industrial, they had white principals before then. 

LV: Excuse me was that white principal Elmer W. Meade?  

GC: I can’t think of the names. 

LV: Because there was two of them I found so I’m questioning that because I know I found it in 

your first book “Roots,” and its W. Elmer Meade and then the second one he was the 

superintendent, who later becomes the superintendent, after Burford Mr. Burford. 

GC: No. 

LV: No, okay. 

GC: No, no, no you had Griffin which was 1897, but Booker T. Washington recruited him. The 

Quakers wanted someone that had an educational background and basically also agriculture. 



Because that’s what they offered the students. Those were the types of things you can get a job 

doing at that time a seamstress, a plasterer,  

LV: I don’t know I think it’s just somebody walking by.  

GC: Oh probably somebody. Can I go to the restroom? 

LV: Sure.  

GC: We get people from out of town, from High Point, and you’ll see them walking up the 

street. This is missing and everything is missing. 

LV: Oh, okay so you were telling about Booker T. Washington was being recruited 

GC: Yeah, well he came here. He came back, I guess Alfred J. Griffin felt he owed him 

something, so he invited him back I guess, because he spoke at the Pickett Warehouse here in 

High Point, and it was Pickett just say the Pickett Warehouse. 

LV: Okay.  

GC: And then um James Weldon Johnson, who wrote the “Negro National Anthem,” First Black 

Director of the NAACP, came here and spoke before he died in the thirties at a school called 

William Penn. Mary McLeod Bethune, she came here twice,  the Y.W.C.A. named in her honor 

a branch, Mary McLeod Bethune Y.W.C.A. The other one is right around the corner from there, 

the Carl Chavis Y.M.C.A., the red building, it’s a church now. And our most famous black poet 

Langston Hughes came here I must have told you about that. So  Langston Hughes is one of my 

favorites. 

LV: Langston Hughes 

GC: You know from New York, and Walter White one of the original founders of the NAACP. 

He and Mrs. Overton came here when they were trying to organize the NAACP chapter, and they 

were down at St. Marks Church down the street. Saint Marks Methodist, so you know between 

those twos icons we just had a lot going on up here.  

LV: That’s it, okay. My next question was for you um when you left to go on to study at the 

University, what made you come back? Did you ever leave or just came back to live here for 

good when you graduated from Johnson Smith? 

GC: I came home packed my clothes and went to D.C. 

LV: So, why did you leave to D.C.? 

GC: I thought the government, you know, my wife was finishing up she was in high school and 

her parents were really helping out. They didn’t have to be, so I went to D.C. stayed with my 

uncle and his wife, my mother’s brother. And I looked for jobs in the government and then, I 

finally got one with the F.B.I. and I think I was with them for five and half years. My brother had 

got a job in pharmaceutical sales and I was around he and his friend, come to find out five of us 

from the same school were working for different companies, same in D.C. So, I ended up 

working for Abbott Laboratory,which was I guess with the government I had a job and 

pharmaceuticals I had a career. The pay was four times more than what I was making with the 

government. So I didn’t spend, after graduation I wasn’t here for a long time because I did try 



some places, you know, in terms of teaching some other thing but it wasn’t working for me so I 

went up to see what I can do. I think my uncle have had spoken to my mother about me coming 

up there cause we used to visit all the time. And I don’t regret it. Then my wife when she 

finished up, I was able to secure an apartment, some furniture, she came up and helped me get 

settled in. Then she came back and got my son and we stayed in D.C. for about sixteen years. It 

was just with all the traveling and she wanted to, I used to cover fifty states for the company 

looking for, I didn’t work for Human Resources. But they the vice-president of the division 

wanted people like me arrogant, conceited, who can sell. He didn’t like the brainy types you 

know they can pass test and pronounce words like streptococco-genitis and spell it like that but 

they couldn’t sell anything. He said you’re just the opposite, you could care less. But you know I 

was number one in the nation twice and did quite well. But you know being gone get on a plane 

on Sundays and get off on Fridays, sometimes you in a different state, city every day. You gotta 

leave early in the morning and work all day. You get off the last plane off to someplace and you 

got to get up early in the morning, but I did it for fourteen years. And my wife said, Glenn you 

gone all the time. So you know we don’t know a lot of people, other than the people we work 

with and relatives. Come to find out she purchased a house down here and she was getting it 

renovated she broke the news to me, but I was able to, they didn’t want me to move down, and 

but I was able to and finally my boss intervened and told me to come on down here. So I’ve been 

home ever since. 

LV: So your wife purchased a home behind your back 

GC: Well, she… 

LV: I’m just kidding 

GC: Yeah that’s basically what she did. She umcause she had talked about this house that she 

kept passing and passing and went and talk to the people and come to find out they were 

adopting kids and told her that if they ever wanted another kid they would tell her and evidently 

they let her know. She was having it done.  

Luz: And is that the house that you guys are currently living in? 

GC: Oh yeah, I told her I was used to like in New York calling people on the phone to repair 

something and the toilet stopped up come up and repair the toilet. Now I gotta do all this work in 

the house, I wasn’t for that. So I just told her look make sure this is what you want because I am 

never going to move again. The neighborhood did change drastically in the years. But I’m not 

going anywhere. I could never I could probably only get about two-thirds of what the house is 

worth. Because it’s almost 4000 square feet and what’s in it. 

LV: How much did you say again, 2000? 

GC:  Almost 4000 square feet. 

LV: Okay almost 4000 square feet that’s a lot. 

GC: Yeah, especially for two people but like I told her I said we can’t get what we wanted out of 

this house. Like she said, I’m not going anywhere, she loves her house. Sometimes I just like to 

go someplace and settle in for three or four years I didn’t want to go to Florida. I think people go 

to Florida to die. 



LV: Oh yeah 

GC: Every time I turn around hey what happened oh he had a heart attack and died what! Geez 

went down to Florida and got that white patent leather belt, white patent leather shoes, Hawaiian 

shirt and croaked. 

LV: So the street that your home is currently on is it Underhill? 

GC: No, I live on Orville Drive. I have a house on Underhill my grandparents that’s where I was 

born and raised at. Underhill was called Black Emerywood at one time. 

LV: Like Emerywood? 

GC: Yeah, you know your teachers, your principals, your doctors, not all of them you had a 

whole bunch of them down there it was a combination of blue collar and white collar. Because 

my grandfather was a chauffeur, so he was down there well before a lot of those people thought 

about coming down there. You got Principal Yokeley, you had Dr. Davis, Greenwood, so I said 

it was just a combination of everything living down there. But they did things like on Easter they 

would block the street off we would have the Easter parade. They had, the women club, they had 

a lot of these high teas they make these little rainbow sandwiches you know you had your teas 

and stuff. Hell they didn’t put up with a lot of crap down there Underhill always looked nice. 

They didn’t have a lot crap going on down there. It was only one block from Daniel Brooks 

apartments, but Daniel Brooks was named after Reverend Daniel Brooks from my community. 

But you know I was a teenager before I realized that it was government housing and we stayed 

down there I mean look at the place these people got it made down here.  

LV: And it was government housing? 

GC: Yeah. 

LV: Wow. 

GC: We wanted to live there. I mean the rec center they had, we were down at their rec center 

every day. Walked down to Daniel Brooks and the playground, ah man 

LV: Now the neighborhood that you said has drastically changed is your current neighborhood?  

GC: Yeah, yeah. 

LV: I just need a street name I’m not trying to. 

GC: Orville Drive. 

LV: Orville Drive? 

GC: O-r-v-i-l-l-e Drive 

LV: Because I’ve read about this street prior. I’ve read somewhere about Orville Drive recently 

over the last couple of days I’ll have to go back and where cause I circled that street. I was 

actually gonna go and check it out 

GC: It was probably someone to talk to, probably someone at your university talked to Peter 

Mason, and he was one of the original organizers of the sit-ins 



LV: Peter Mason? 

GC: You look at that thing I gave you and you’ll see his name. Remember that information I 

gave you, Brenda Fountain’s information. 

LV: Oh yes. 

GC: If you look down there you got the original names and I showed you of the organizers. 

LV: Oh yes, yes, yes. 

GC: You’ll see his name there. 

LV: Yes, I’ll have to go back and look at it.  

GC: Well he lives two doors from me. 

LV: Okay Peter Mason 

GC: You probably heard the name because somebody from your university, from this group 

right here, interviewed Peter not too long ago. 

LV: From my group? 

GC: From the Washington Penn Project. 

LV: From the William Penn Project? 

GC: Yeah, yeah, yup. 

LV: I’ll have to research that. 

GC: Yeah, cause he and Brenda both called me on the phone about wanting to know if they 

should do it 

LV: Brenda? 

GC: Brenda Fountain, yeah the Fountain girls. 

LV: Okay yeah, none of us have ever spoken to here Brenda Fountain.  

GC: I’m telling you. 

LV: I think someone attempted to talk to. 

GC: They had the video and the whole nine yards except that Brenda was on the phone because 

she was on the phone because she is a professor up at, she lives in Durham but she is a professor 

at Seton Hall so, yeah they call me saying Glenn tell me something this William Penn Project 

well she did.  

LV: So Peter Mason is your neighbor he lives down the street from you pretty much. I probably 

I didn’t come across his name because I’m not working on that time period but I know I’ve read 

about Orville Drive I remember reading something  about your street. 

GC: I’ve been trying to find out something, he doesn’t do a lot with this thing, he did that 

interview, and he called Brenda and told her that this young lady was trying to track her down I 



guess she did and Brenda got in touch with me and wanted to know what she should do. Tell me 

something about the organization? 

LV: Was it recently? 

GC: In the last two or three months. 

LV: The last two or three months I’ll find out about that cause I wonder who, cause as far as I’m 

concerned nobody could get in contact with none of the Fountain sisters. 

GC: Well somebody interviewed her over the phone from that project. The other one is in 

California Lynn 

LV: Right I know one of them so it’s Lynn who is in California and Brenda is the one that’s here 

in Durham. 

GC: Yeah. 

LV: Because I know about them but I thought they were both no longer living here, ok so Lynn 

still lives here.  

GC: No. 

LV: Brenda is the only one who lives here. 

GC: Yeah in Durham. 

LV: But she’s still in North Carolina, right? 

GC: Yeah, she’s back in North Carolina, but she didn’t always live up here. 

LV: And you and her, are you still friends with her both of the sisters? And Mr. Mason, and are 

you friends with any of the students you went to school with? 

GC: Well yeah, Brenda they were behind me you didn’t mess with the underclassmen you know 

way back then they were much younger than I am. Our friendship, I knew them, I met them from 

time to time. But like I said they were young. I wasn’t robbing the cradle then. I had enough to 

keep me busy and so she’s somebody told her about my writings what I was doing, and my 

columns in the News and Record. And she got in touch with me. So she was telling me she heard 

so we exchanged emails and I made her a part of my email gang, history of High Point, and 

that’s how we developed this friendship as a result to that. I understood what they were going 

through for someone taking credit for something they didn’t do. You know and so you got all 

these people saying I was this and I was that, and it’s not true, and it hurts the people you know 

you got the original organizers and you know who you are. That’s the unfortunate thing about 

history period, like I said the last time I spoke. When Martin Luther King came to High Point he 

called me up and wanted to know if he wanted to shoot a little basketball, and I said yeah let’s 

get together and shoot some basketball, Martin, hoops at William Penn make sure you remember 

that now. Now some idiot out there thought that it was true. I’m gonna hear it one day. But I’m 

always amazed by people, people dying and all of a sudden you coming out of the woodwork 

and start making claims. You ever notice that movie stars and all those people, Oprah’s one, 

when their creators start taking a little dab all of sudden they start to remember things they got 

raped when they were thirteen and it goes up. They start to remember all these things that 



happened. All of sudden this guy comes out with something, because his career had really died. 

But he comes out and reveals something or whatever, because you can’t, people are dead and 

you can’t verify. So I poke fun at that for so many years. I’m just going to take credit for 

everything. I guess that half of High Point wants to kill me sometimes. 

LV: So, since it’s clear that you love history I would like to know why you would not choose to 

major in history that could’ve.  

GC: I was a history minor. 

LV: A history minor? 

GC: I was English major and history minor, but on the other hand here again even in college I’m 

still reading about white folks. You know, I mean we had other than slavery, we didn’t exist in 

the U.S. You know, I mean the things that we own. During slavery, when blacks were enslaved, 

we had blacks getting Ph.D.s, being physicians, and attorneys, it wasn’t here in North Carolina. 

But they don’t know these things it’s like we didn’t exist. So I’m taking Russian history what the 

hell am I doing taking Russian history? You know I’m sitting up there and Dr. Tucker he’s from 

Russia, and I could not understand what he said the whole freaking semester. And those were 

just some of the courses we had to take. Like I said it wasn’t about me. There was no African-

American studies program yet and nobody and none of those books, it was always Native 

Americans, Indians rather, Native Americans rather they did this and they did that. They don’t 

talk about the 14 million that they slaughtered. You don’t find that in the history books. You got 

to read and do your research and find out about that. So no, I just developed this knack for 

history. Well, I always like solving mysteries, and I wrote a book when I was in college and I 

talked about this because it really bothered me and um basically it was about that Watergate had 

to happen, and the professor told me this was one of the most ridiculous thing I have ever heard. 

He said now nobody is going to believe or read anything like this because it would never happen, 

and sure enough one day it happen. A lot of things, let’s say seventy-five percent of what I was 

talking about was what was going on at that time in terms of Watergate. And I never seen so 

many red marks in my life. And I went down there fifty-six cent bottle of gypsy rose went down 

to the boiler room, and I sat there and drank that wine and I tore those pages out one by one and 

threw them in the boiler. And when Watergate happened I just laughed to myself I hope that old 

bastard is dead, wherever he is. I mean no encouragement whatsoever and he didn’t like me 

because the head of the English department was in love with me. She just thought I was, and he 

would say Ms. Parker, “Glenn can’t punctuate, he can’t spell,” and she’d say “but he can write.” 

So he didn’t like that that was one of them and then my cousin was the head of the education and 

I had a cousin on the board. Well in Greensboro, we claim to be cousins he helped me through 

college. They couldn’t put me out because of him. 

LV: What was ultimately your degree in? 

GC: I have a B.A. in history I mean English and a minor in history. 

LV: So you got your Bachelors of Art in? 

GC: In English 

LV: In English 

GC: History was the minor. You better be glad I like you 



LV: Thank you, I greatly appreciate it. I’m glad you like me too. 

GC: You know, most people I would have chased out by now. 

LV: Oh well. 

GC: Oh no I’m good I’m tired of you, I’m just too direct sometimes. But you being from New 

York you used to it. 

LV: I can be very direct too, I’m just being nice about it. 

GC: That don’t even bother you. 

LV: No it doesn’t. So I would like to know when William Penn was going to close down, I 

would like know was there any resistance to the school closing? Within the community? Was 

there a resistance? 

GC: You know, there was, but I wasn’t here, I wasn’t part of it, so my life stopped in sixty-three.  

LV: Okay 

GC: So, but I know, coming back home, talking to people on the phone you know with what was 

going on I, oh by the way before I forget about it the museum you know you talking about 

pictures and documents a lot of that stuff is at the museum. 

LV: Yeah, I know I’m going there this week I wanted to meet with you first and talk to you 

because I know I’m going to find stuff I want to collaborate with you again so you can direct me 

and guide me. 

GC: Ask to speak with Marion Inabinett. You know they closed on Monday and Tuesdays now. 

LV: Inabinett 

GC: After I screwed it up so many times I call her Marion. Boy I’m full of jokes today. That’s 

what a phone is for jokes. 

LV: So I’ll make sure I speak with her. So you spoke with your friends and you said family as 

well? 

GC: Well yeah, I had cousins here and they didn’t roll over now. But here again whites were 

resistant to integration so they weren’t making anything easy. If they had the chance to hurt you 

or they had something they could use to hurt you, they used it. Well you and I talked about this 

Kivett Drive and you got College, and you go to New York or Chicago or Atlanta you had these 

what do you call it? Over here where you got highways three or four lanes that take you around 

or over the black community 

LV: The overpasses. 

GC: Yeah, you go to any major city you will see it will take you around. These things went on 

the books when they were turning towards integration. One day, we’re going to have a chance to 

really hurt you. That took up a lot of houses, a lot folks lost their houses, and they brought these 

model cities here now you talk about a disaster. I think they destroyed I don’t know how many 

black communities. But they came in and hired all these black folks and I mean happy black 

folks oh yeah and they liked working for them convince them and as a result from that we lost all 



these houses. But when you displace all these people in their eighties and nineties, the houses are 

paid for, and all of a sudden they’re out here on Lexington Avenue and they gotta buy 

somebody’s leftover house at an inflated price, that’s terrible. So that’s one of the arguments I 

get into all the time about model cities. 

LV: Now are you speaking about the current, or were you saying this is prior? 

GC: This is back then. These are things that are coming out now, you know, that have been there 

for years. Listen, I was in a meeting in the south side years ago, on the South Side Revitalization 

Committee and Phil came in, Phil Wiley, the Director of the Department of Transportation, and 

he showed us plans for a four-lane highway going down Fairview Street, right down through the 

center of the black community, four lanes, it was on the books. So what are you talking about? 

That’s why their fixing that bridge, widening that bridge, that’s going to be a part of it. But no, 

not in this community, that’s not going to work. It took some arguments back and forth, but that 

was on the books. So all of sudden they’re going to twist this just a little bit and cause you some 

pain. I told you when I met you, I’m not a Martin Luther King person. I was a Malcolm X 

person. His idea, I always thought you gotta shed blood. I don’t think peaceful demonstrations or 

whatever has ever done anything for me. If all these demonstrations like going to the theater, if 

that makes you feel good, then fine. But history says that nobody has ever given up power 

because you asked them or you treated them nicely. Come on, we deserved it. That has never 

happened in history, never. I mean kings and queens killing each other, killing their kids. Look at 

the Egyptians, for power, wanted to rule people. Let’s kill another 40,000 slaves so I can build 

my pyramids. You think they stopped doing it- no, hell no. Just because you said “Moses let my 

people go?” Your people, I got my foot on your throat and your head on the ground. I may ease 

up a little to make you feel good. Don’t worry, I’d drive you crazy. But no. those are things that 

aggravate me. Then too you build this school out there, Andrews. Mr. Burford, everyone wanted 

him to be principal. Well, the superintendent at the time, Pritchett, what was his name, name 

starts with a P. See this is what happens when you deal with hundreds of names every day from 

the time you get up. But anyway, he did not want Mr. Burford there as principal. Now the black 

community really got upset about that. 

LV: OK, now wait a minute, who did not want Mr. Burford? 

GC: You have to look it up, look at the superintendent of schools at that time. Around ‘69, ‘68. 

He was there ‘67, ‘68, ‘69.  

LV: You aren’t talking about Frank Clark?  

GC: No this man, his name starts with a P. 

LV: Ok, superintendent in 1969?  

GC: When Penn closed down, he was principal. He was racist.  

LV: Ok, closed down. 

GC: But thank goodness, blacks, hey, we wanted a black principal out here. They took away our 

black schools out here. 

LV: Wait, it would have been before then, because William Penn closed down in ‘68, so it 

would have been ‘67, ‘68.   



GC: He may have been there in 1960. I’m just saying I don’t know. You just have to look up.. 

LV: Starts with a P.  

GC: Yeah, he was a trip. He made our lives miserable. 

LV: So the Superintendent did not want Mr. Burford as principal. How did you become aware of 

that? 

GC: Of what? 

LV: That the superintendent did not want 

GC: Oh, everybody knew. It was in the papers. I mean, he did not want Mr. Burford as principal.  

LV: Did he say why he didn’t want him as a principal? 

GC: Cause he was racist. I mean, we didn’t get things, you know, all of a sudden we still going 

to the same black school, we were integrated, but basically down there at William Penn life 

hadn’t really changed. But, he could make this life miserable. He could have done something 

about those second-hand books we were getting. When the new books came in, kids at Central, it 

was just called high school then, it wasn’t Central, it was high school and then [the white] junior 

high school, it was just junior high. They didn’t have names, that’s what they called them. So 

when they got books, they sent their secondhand books over to us. It had in there “Enjoy this, 

nigger,” and all sorts of derogatory statements written all through the book and so forth. But our 

teachers taught us how to overlook that. Don’t deal with that, deal with the content.  

GC: You know you are about the only one with a crazy interview. Where in the hell did you get 

this from?  

LV: Haha, you’re ok. 

GC: Everybody else trying to be all priss and proper 

LV: Actually no, I’m, I’ve actually been the only one to interview your, out of the whole class 

GC: You are the only one getting an interview? 

LV: You were the only one that was willing to give me an interview, so far nobody else has been 

willing to give me an interview. 

GC: The ones they got, I saw some of them, at the park and so forth, aw man these people… 

LV: Really? Cause this semester no one... 

GC: Oh no, this was last Labor Day out at the park, your instructor sent the team out there with 

the cameras and stuff and we had a tailgate party. The Tigers club, that’s part of William Penn. 

William Penn had a club called the Tigers. William Penn Tigers. What they were trying to do 

was get all the classes together to try have a reunion, because we are dying out. There is a class 

with only 3 people in it. We want to be apart of something. And Jimmy Cobb, Albert J. Griffin’s 

grandson,  

LV: Grandson 



GC: Oh yeah, you met him, he came down rented the place next door, and invited some of his 

friends. Because, he just wanted to get together with some of his friends, you know, before he 

died. He wanted to get with his friends, because we dying. That’s what they are trying to do. It’s 

working and I support it 100 percent. But then he had those people out there doing those 

interviews and videoing and carrying on and so they got quite a few interviews out there. My 

thing was, how much money you getting out of this? See, I’m always, I don’t, see, people may 

fall for something, but if you got money to do something then you have money to donate, so 

that’s always been my thing. I’m giving back, you know greater percent of my book is going to 

the High Point Museum to enhance the African American exhibit. So, that’s my way of giving 

back. So, don’t tell me you gonna interview and do all this stuff and you don’t have some money 

you can donate out. That’s bullshit. 

GC: But, uh, 

LV: [laughter] Nobody’s getting, nobody’s hearing, this is just for???? 

GC:  Let him hear, it’ll probably be, cause you need the truth. Truth needed to be told. There are 

a lot of Penn people dedicated to that school, they love William Penn. But you asked me about 

my friends, I still have friends, but I don’t feel close to most of them. I have some, some that we 

ran around together in school, some of those guys. See, Clarence, we talk all the time. And I left 

here for a year, and I came home, and next year I’m going to Johnson C. Smith, but, all the 

sudden when you spend four years, and you all poor and trying to get an education and graduate 

from college, you all become very close, and I became very close to those people. Versus High 

Point. And but here again, I mean, I have what I call good friends around here, they probably 

experienced the same thing, I was gone for a year and they weren’t around me. I used to be the 

life of the party. But, you start talking about taking away William Penn...they got mad about 

Washington Street, you know things they wanted done on Washington Street. So, our problem is, 

we just don’t have funds to do what people think should be done. City can’t do everything.  

There was a group of white people that came together in terms of the auditorium, renovating that 

auditorium, which, it had pigeons living in there. Windows knocked out. That is a historic mark 

that needed to be preserved and it was. But it took, some whites over there, Dot Kearns and 

those, Anne Andrews to help save it. She gave me all these documents to look at anne Andrews... 

LV: From the historical? 

GC: Newspaper articles about restoring the building and all the minutes and meetings and all the 

other stuff. There were a lot of whites that supported a lot of things down here. We needed a new 

YMCA, and those people got together, bunch of men, well one and he started pushing, 

everybody else got involved. Then when they almost burned the street down, a man turned over 

an oil lantern, they almost burned the business district down, you know everything was almost 

wood, and but here again Jesse Edmundson, the barber, down on Main Street, he cut white hair 

only. He asked his white friends to help out, and next thing you know, there are some funds and 

helped build a church. So, there is good, bad and ugly in everything… but, like I tell my people, 

you just can’t deal with the bad and ugly all the time. Why are you angry at people all of the 

time? There are people that are studying you, they are one step ahead of you. Anger keeps you 

off balance when you deal with it all the time. 

[Interruption by person coming in from outside] 

Commented [1]: This is questionable, hard to 
understand him. 



LV: So you were saying, anger keeps you off balance 

GC: Oh yeah when you angry all the time, you just concentrating on anger, you mad at 

somebody, there are so many things going on around you that you are not grasping and there is a 

bigger picture that you need to address. You know, I don’t want to go back and deal with 

slavery. Well, that’s a part of your history, and a lot of good things came out, well not a lot, some 

good things came out of slavery. We had people that invented things and developed things that 

were slaves, and so we benefited as a country, like I said, we don’t go back there and study these 

things. I got this book it’s Free People of Color in North Carolina and Virginia by Henning. 

You got all these free people, thousands and thousands of names, folks think everybody that 

came to the United States from black were slaves. That gringo there was an indentured slave, 

indentured servant, seven years and he could buy himself out of it, but they get so caught up in 

…. Heard a lady on TV last night, she had this African get-up on, she’s from High Point, and.. 

“I’m proud to be African,” I bet you that heifer don’t know where she came from. Why is itnthat 

we think that everything, that all of us came from Africa. You know when you read history, 

what, there was a lady called Lucy (interference) Lucy left Africa, the mother, the mother of 

mankind, everything centered around Lucy and everybody started going to all these different 

places. Don’t realize that. Oh gracious. 

LV: Can you point me into the direction of anyone that could answer any of the questions for me 

with regards to how the community felt with the resistance with them closing William Penn? Is 

there anyone that has first hand accounts that can help me with that portion? 

GC: Peter Mason could probabl, Peter was here. But he went off to college too 

LV: He was a William Penn graduate? 

GC: Yea, he’s in the phone book.  

LV: OK, Peter Mason, what year is he? 

GC: Peter should have been around ‘60, ‘61, he was in my sister’s class. Somewhere around 

there. He and Irma are in the phone book.   

LV: Him and his wife… 

GC: His wife’s not from High Point 

LV: He has first hand account of what was happening at the time when school was getting, when 

they wanted to close William Penn? 

GC: Yeah, he should be able to, I’m trying to think a minute if I can think of someone else, 

cause the class of ‘68, when you get up there those are the people that really experienced it. I’m 

not sure, if Peter graduated from Central and moved back home, or if he went somewhere, I’m 

not sure.  

LV: and you said, his name is under Peter and his wife’s name is 

GC: Irma 

LV: Irma, I-R-M-A, Irma Mason, and their in the phonebook, and what street did you say? 

GC: Orville Drive 



LV: Oh they live, oh that’s right you told me … Well is it possible that you could speak to them, 

before I just picked them up from the phonebook or something like that, would you speak with 

them? 

GC: Yeah, just call and say I heard you were a Penn graduate, and I have a question you might 

be able to help me with. You don’t have to tell him I called, just say you heard and just ask him 

the question. I’m trying to think of, shoot, those young kids, well I call them kids, ‘67, ‘68, I’m 

around them and I don’t know one from the other. You know… 

LV: Well, that’s ok, if you remember, you have my email so if you remember you can just shoot 

me an email or something or give them my name and number, you have my permission to give 

my name and number and they can call me. Okay, I would like to ask you some questions about 

the sit-in. 

GC: I wasn’t here. Plus I don’t deal with it plus I told you I don’t go past 1960. I really don’t 

deal with it because I’d be guessing, and I like facts. Comes from the horse’s mouth as they say. 

With documents. I told you, when I was up there in Washington when Martin Luther King 

spoke, we were out all night. All these college students we were out drinking, when I woke up 

the next morning it was about over. Terrible headache, looked around, all these thousands of 

people and he was up there dreaming. Oh, man.  

LV: So I have a question, so my next question is of the 26 who participated in the sit-ins, are you 

friends with any of the 26 who participated?  

GC:  Yeah. Peter Mason, Brenda, her sister, what’s the guy’s name, Newton, Kenny Newton 

that died. 

LV: What about James Harrington, and Mrs. Blakeney? 

GC: I know her. Move on. Harrington, yeah I saw him, he came over to Greensboro when I 

spoke over there. 

LV: So have you and Mrs. Blakeney at any time… 

GC: See, I told you, I don’t deal with civil rights. 

LV: No, no, no, no. My question is not about civil rights. Because they were the 26 students 

from William Penn since they were high schoolers. Have you ever tried to integrate any of the 

information from the 26… 

GC: I’m not interested. 

LV: And may I ask why? 

GC: I’ve got enough history to deal with. I let other people, if that’s what they’re interested in, I 

go from 1960 back. Now everyone wants to go from 1960 forward. Fine. I’m just saying in terms 

of my research and writing, I haven’t dealt with that. I don’t want to go there yet. I want people 

to go back as far as I can to 1859 and move forward. 

LV: Now in the near future will you be picking up to when William Penn closes? 

GC: That will be years, because I’ve gathered data on other projects that I’d like to publish, and 

so I would say my interest, well you can say I’m interested in other things. A lot of people think 



that’s the big moment. There are so many big moments in our history, and those are things that 

I’m looking at, and other people say “aw, you know.” And if I don’t know anything about 

something, I really can’t share, and you know everybody likes to start history at time when they 

were born. So I was born in 1940, so I can engage in conversations. Before that somebody wants 

to take you back to 1935, whoa. Don’t want to go there because I don’t know a lot about that. So 

I’m not going to be involved in the conversation., I can’t even remember sitting down with 

anybody, well, I guess Peter and I have had some talks, but I’m just not there. Like I said, let 

people talk about that, they have their facts and whatever., Whatever people want to believe, 

that’s fine with me. But I’m before that. 

LV: So my next question is if you’re writing about William Penn itself from the beginning of its 

conception, and you leave off up to 1960, wouldn’t that still continue to be an incomplete 

history? 

GC: My last book was about the black schools, and it goes to 1968 when they close, so the book 

does cover that. But I don’t talk about civil rights or sitting in or that stuff. But my book covers 

school, and stories about the school. So that’s what that book is all about. You’re trying to make 

me part of something that I’m not going to be a part of. 

LV: No, that’s not what I’m getting at. I’m trying to, OK, the history of William Penn would not 

be just about the time back with the Quakers, it would be from the conception all the way until 

the doors closed. When Mr. Burford, the school closed down, instead of being integrated they 

preferred to just shut down and then years later they reopen the school as a charter. My interest 

about the school would be not to get into the civil rights, that there were 26 students from that 

high school. 

GC: I’m not interested. You keep saying that, but I’m not interested. I mention in my book about 

the sit-ins, but I don’t go in to it, because why should I give them, the sit-ins, four pages, and 

give everybody else a paragraph. You may think it deserved four- I don’t. People have to realize, 

what things I think are important, nobody wants to write about it. Why aren’t people interested in 

Fairview. Why aren’t you all doing Fairview Street? Why aren’t you doing Leonard Street? To 

me, that was the foundation right there. That was where it all started. We treat things like, civil 

disobedience did not start with sit-ins here in High Point. Before that, in the late 50s Dr. Creft 

and those started this integration of Blair Park, which was all white. So something was 

happening before that, and people started seeing there was going to be some change happening 

somewhere. Because they ended up having to integrate Blair Park so blacks could go and play 

golf. So just through our history, there were other things that were done. So when you overlook 

people, it’s just like you don’t care about them and their achievements, and that’s not right. 

That’s not right, to gloss over and miss these people that contributed and gave their lives. You 

know, it’s people talk about Martin Luther King getting shot, but what about Emmett Till? 

LV: Or Medgar Evers, or… 

GC: Right, give me a break. When I see that man hanging from a tree, and all the things they did 

to his body. Martin Luther King was over like that- I guess, they say it only took one shot. I’m 

not saying that wasn’t bad, but I’m saying there were other things, and we’ve got to look at those 

things and stop making one thing more important than the other. What’s more important, kids 

here in High Point or in Greensboro? 



LV: I would think for this area it would be kids here in High Point, but I would think kids all 

over the place. 

GC: No, no, no, which was most important, Greensboro or High Point? 

LV: It seems like Greensboro gets all the attention. 

GC: I know, but for you- which was more important? 

LV: For me? High Point, right now because of the impact it had on the community. 

GC: So the kids in Greensboro wasn’t that important? 

LV:  Well, it was important, but… 

GC: [laughs] See?  

LV: But we also have to look at everything else that was going on at the time too. 

GC: If it wasn’t for them, it never would have started in High Point. Probably, we don’t know, 

but the way it looks now it never would have started. So which one is most important? So when 

you start putting that tag on stuff and weighing things, we have a problem. We don’t need to go 

that deep, though. Now people, you want to make it a High Point thing, Greensboro wants to 

make it a Greensboro thing, but it turned out to be a national thing. And too, before the kids sat 

down in High Point, read about Durham. What’s the name of that ice cream parlor? Nobody talks 

about that. What’s the name of that thing? Down in Durham, was it the Royal [it was the Royal]? 

There are a lot of things. Once you make something gospel, you better make sure it’s gospel. I 

realized that not too long ago, I was over in Greensboro and I was talking to the curator there, 

and I realized I better be careful ‘bout the way that I proclaim some of this to be the first black 

doctor or whatever. But you have to be big enough to say, hey, I missed that, ‘cause I’m doing 

that right now about the theaters. But that’s the nature of history. History is going change, 

somebody is going to find a document someday that says no it didn’t happen like that, it 

happened like this or this is a person, this doctor was here before that doctor. That’s just the 

nature of things. You go back as much as you can do as far as you can find, but I need to start 

saying “Based on my research up to this point.” So I’m going to start wording things a little 

differently, just being honest with people. It’s just like I feel bad that they tried to change the 

name of the Carl Chavis YMCA. And I know there are a bunch of doodads out here who would 

like to do that. It’s like Kivett Drive, that family, I felt sorry for them when they wanted to 

change that name over here to Martin Luther King Drive.  

LV: Did they change it? 

GC: Yeah, oh it’s Martin Luther King Drive now. They’ve got the signs up. Been like that for 

years, years and years, and those family members, why? And I have felt no different riding down 

that street. So what was the purpose of it? I’m still trying to figure it out. What was the purpose 

of it? 

LV: Of renaming the street to Martin Luther King? 

GC: Yeah. Did you ever notice when people are speaking, when they want to make a point what 

Martin Luther King said, always have to quote Martin Luther King, I listen to them all the time. 

And black ministers, oh my God, but when the people get into trouble, they always Martin 



Luther King. There was a thing in the paper yesterday, an editorial, lady said “I trust Martin 

Luther King 100%, what he said 100%.” I thought “Are you crazy? You don’t trust anybody 

100%?” That’s just me.  

LV: I have another question. When you were growing up in this area, here in High Point, did 

you or any of your friends or when you were walking to school, did you ever come into contact 

with anyone who was outside of the black or white race, maybe Hispanics, Chinese people, or 

was it just the black and white races here at that time? 

GC: To be honest with you, I don’t’ remember any Hispanic people, ever. I know that people 

here who went to New York, their grandparents raised them here and they went to New York, 

they would talk about Hispanics, but not in the neighborhood. The only foreign name I ever saw, 

there was a Chinese laundry downtown, they had a kid Fred who went to the high school over 

there, Central, how he felt having to go there, because this place, they were very racist.  

LV: So there was a Chinese laundromat downtown? 

GC: No, laundry, like where I get my shirts done. 

LV: OK, like what I would call a dry cleaner. 

GC: Yeah. Another family, as a matter of fact, Fred just died, he inherited a bunch of those 

laundries. But no, not in our community. Everybody was black, we were mixed. I am tri-racial, I 

wrote a column about that. You and I talked about that before. So you had a lot of mixed, but 

when I was coming up there were no black and white couples in the neighborhood, none that I 

remember, no one knew about them. One guy that evidently was dating because he left town 

with a white lady and she dumped his butt and he came back after so many years. But no, it was 

mainly all black. 

LV: So you guys never made any contact with foreign people? 

GC: Even white. They didn’t come across Centennial, well, I found out that they played some 

sports when they weren’t supposed to, they climbed the fence to the stadium or played out in the 

park, guys tell me about this stuff. And I just found out one for the morning newspaper I’m going 

to write about. But no, we didn’t play against each other in sports or anything like that. We were 

just against each other. They’re bad, you’re bad, and there was no love. You cross Centennial, be 

careful, expect anything. 

LV: Why? 

GC: Because that’s white. Everything over there was white. 

LV: OK, so when you guys were growing up in this area, did you have your own black grocery 

store in the same neighborhood?   

GC: Oh yeah. We had a grocery store in the neighborhood, Washington Street. We had cab 

companies, physicians, doctors, pharmacists, drugstores, theaters, women’s stores, men’s stores, 

shoe shop, churches, we had a dance hall here, we had putt-putt golf course, two of those, skating 

rink, the largest park for blacks on the east coast at one time, 20-something, what 27 acres. There 

was no need for us to go across Centennial, really. There were some things we wanted at Easter 

that may not have been here so you go down over there. I don’t remember any kids’ shoe stores. 

I don’t remember any men’s shoe stores, we had the old shoe repair. But one guy had, I did a 



column about it, he had a women’s store, ‘cause he used to go up to Atlanta to buy things for it. 

So there was really no need to go outside of the community. Two cab companies, oh man, and 

we had our own bus service, I told you about that. We didn’t sit in the back of the bus. 

LV: You guys didn’t sit on the back of the bus, correct? 

GC: No, we didn’t sit on the back of the bus.  

LV: You sat wherever you wanted. 

GC:  Yeah, ‘cause city transit ran from east side to south side, all day long. Now if you were 

going north or south, you were crazy, wherever you were going was on Duke Power buses. Duke 

Power had the buses there. 

LV: So north and south were the worst areas? 

GC:  Oh no, just all white.  

LV: Oh, OK so north and south were all white. 

GC: Yeah, so why you get off the bus in North High Point, it’s all white. And most of the kids 

from the south side walked to school in the morning. They’d keep that dime and walk to school. 

And they didn’t walk by themselves, now, they used to bunch of them together, and they came to 

the park, at night ten o’clock they’d start heading home. Most of the black guys weren’t afraid of 

anything, so it didn’t bother them anyway. They’d cut people. They didn’t shoot people back 

then, but they’d sure cut you. Everybody had a knife.     

LV: Were the students treated differently based on the color of their skin at William Penn? Were 

they treated differently if you were darker? 

GC: Obviously yes, some of them. 

LV: OK, so why do you say yes? 

GC: I think that I was given a little leeway because I was whiter. It’s always been like that. 

Light-skinned people worked in the big house, and the darker skinned worked in the fields, and 

somehow or another that just stuck. Used to have these things about black is a race, white is a 

disgrace, yellow is a disgrace, rather.  

LV: Wait, OK, you said light skinned students where, worked inside, you said? 

GC: No, no, no, during slavery. Light skinned people worked in the house up there, I’m not 

saying all of them, and then the darker skinned they had them out in the fields. ‘Cause if you 

were light skinned, that mean you made it with somebody. More than likely the plantation owner 

wanted his offspring working in the house.  

LV: But at William Penn, in your opinion, do you think light-skinned students like yourself were 

treated differently than the darker-skinned students? 

GC: Oh yeah. 

LV: Can you give me maybe one example of you? 



GC: No, it’s not something you can give examples of, you just know it’s happening around you. 

It wasn’t something big that just jumped out at you. But it was just like, parts in plays, it was just 

little things. Nobody, maybe a lot of people wouldn’t agree with me. 

LV: There is somebody I know who agrees with you, but I can’t remember her name. She was 

telling me about it, that because she was light-skinned and her sister was darker-skinned, she was 

treated better than her sister at William Penn. 

GC: Yeah, you know and even grade of hair. If you were dark-skinned with a certain grade of 

hair, you were probably treated better than someone with, let’s say, kinky. 

LV: OK, so there was also the hair thing too? You’ve got kinky hair and you’ve got nice hair. 

GC: Yeah 

LV: That also played a role in it too? 

GC: Yeah, oh yeah. We were just as bad as white folks when it came to the way we treated each 

other. Always had these little sayings, and then young girls, young ladies, I heard, “Glenn, I 

don’t mess with yellow niggers.” No harm, no foul. Put your clothes back on. 

LV: So where do you see yourself going with William Penn? What is your end goal? 

GC: I’m through with William Penn now. I published a book more or less the history of the 

black schools from 1868 to 1968. And you know I mean it’s not everything, but it gives people 

enough to understand and appreciate what we had and what we were doing. 

LV: Do you plan on elaborating further, since I know that you said that you talk up to 1968 to 

the day the school closed? Do you plan on pursuing anything further with William Penn and its 

legacy? 

GC: Why? There have got to be twenty-five things you can get on the history of Willian Penn. 

The story has been told so many time why not give someone else a chance? Everybody talks 

about William Penn. There’s a lot of history at Leonard Street, Fairview, then we had the 

Catholic school that came in here in the forties somewhere around there out of New York. Some 

nuns came down here from New York with a father, and all of a sudden there’s a Catholic 

school. There’s a lot. I’ve touched base on all of it. Probably Fairview I haven’t done as much 

with because I don’t have as much data. No, I don’t, if I can get another angle, why talk about 

the same thing over and over again in the same way. You have to have another angle. What are 

you going to bring out this time? What are you going to talk about? You’re going to have to go 

back and go forward, eh. My book has gotten people interested in looking back and finding out. 

The experience is, oh I hate William Penn, this happened to me and I thought about that. So it’s 

exposing a lot of things about people. Some enjoyed it, and some it was painful, because you’re 

thinking about a teacher that treated you a certain way, or something that happened to you with 

some young man. Names and events, I mean half the people, no 99% of the people I’ve talked to 

cannot remember who spoke at their commencement and where it took place, well it took place 

at William Penn most of the time. But the baccalaureate, and it’s in my book now, and they’re 

going “Wow!” You know, Glenn, I didn’t know that. Now you’ve got something you can pass 

on to your kids and they can appreciate it. I keep hearing about this William Penn, William Penn. 

What about Andrews, they know something about at Central, Southwest. But now you give them 



something about “Wow, you all have a newspaper? You had a yearbook? You had a band?” 

They don’t even realize the first black championship, my uncle knows. 

LV: Carl Chavis? 

GC: Yeah, but now you’re going back to the ‘40s, but 1960 they were claiming they had the 

first, Peter Mason knows, they were claiming they had the first something and I said “Whoa, no, 

no, no.” And I pull out the documents. They had no idea because they hadn’t gone back. So you 

see how when you don’t know something you can proclaim something. I talked to the guy at 

HiToms, baseball team, they’re trying to build a stadium up here. He was asking me something 

and I said you know that we had a black baseball team called the High Point Red Sox, and they 

played the HiToms. They had played the game, you never saw the results. I’m getting ready to 

write about, they played each other but you never saw the results. They had the North Carolina 

state ping pong championship here at one time. The whites played theirs over at the high school, 

Central, and the blacks over at William Penn. Every day they had a cameo about the whites 

participating, nothing about the blacks except the names that were participating. Guess what? 

The only championship we won, the state of North Carolina, was Shirley Foster for the girls and 

Benny Park for the boys. You never saw anything in the paper. They didn’t win a freaking thing. 

That’s segregation for you. But when I look back now, I’m kinda glad it happened to me, ‘cause 

it made me the person that I am. I appreciate things. I remember things. I don’t trust. Maybe 

that’s the reason I don’t do. I just can’t trust like I would like to. I get to a certain point but no, I 

remember those things and I look at why did I have to argue to get a plaque down at the depot 

for the three black men killed when they were lowering the tracks? Why didn’t they do it then? 

They were the only people killed. No whites, just three black men. So I like what I’m doing. I 

have to do it my way. And I understand, see it’s nice that you can have, every town wants 

something that they’re known for, so you can have these 26 students that sat down. Which is 

nice. Nothing against that. But we forget other things, and that’s the sad part about it. How do 

you know somebody didn’t sit down back in the ‘20s? How do you know? Now disprove me. As 

far as I’m concerned you’re playing with me. So just it’s ridiculous, don’t be ridiculous. Why? 

Facts, learned to go back and look for things. We have other things that we can be proud of. So 

many achievements. People that have graduated from William Penn have done a lot of great 

things. 

LV: And that’s what I’m looking for, but it’s really hard to see where their lives are at, trying to 

locate these people and find out where their lives are at today. 

GC: They got the hell out of Dodge. 

LV: Yes, and that’s what I would like to know is why leave the community. 

GC: There was nothing here. When they had so-called integration what happened? We deserted 

our community now. It’s like roaches, like Underhill and those places. Once the people there like 

my grandfather happened, we wanted to get out of there. Sell it, I’m gone. I think our 

communities would be much better if people who could have afforded to stay in our 

communities stayed there. You know, we don’t have teachers staying in our communities any 

more. We don’t have doctors. They used to, and it was a much better place to live. And what 

opportunities, it’s like High Point University. You see all these articles, you graduate over there 

and then what? They’re trying to come up with ways to keep the students here. Well, you look 

around- doing what? You know they got people tell me what I enjoy doing. You think I’m going 



to pay you forty dollars to listen to that hee-haw crap, you’re crazy. But see they have not studied 

me. They got people they’re around on a daily basis, these are things that they enjoy, so when 

they put it together to raise funds for the museum or something, they get certain people who 

show up all the time. There’s about twenty-five or thirty, that’s it. It’s because you don’t know, 

you have not taken the time to find out my history. I know a lot about them because I’ve written 

about telephone company and all these other things that have gone on, basically because it was 

part of something I was writing about. But I have told stories about the community in a way that 

I think people can enjoy them and appreciate them. But see once you go away to college. People 

at High Point University they see things the other way around. Once you live here, they seem to 

stay around here. And I guess it’s like anything else, once you develop a neighborhood and know 

places. Like I used to know all those places down in Charlotte, I love going back to homecoming 

every year for forty years. But now, nah, Charlotte too big now Too many people. I don’t like too 

many people.    

LV: I just have one more question to ask and this will be my last one. 

 

GC: You said that thirty minutes ago. 

LV: Yeah, I know. This will be my last one. How do you feel William Penn now being called 

Penn-Griffin School for the Arts about it now being a charter school within the community? 

GC: Penn-Griffin is a charter school? 

LV: Yes  

GC: No, no I don’t think it’s a charter school. 

Luz: Yes, it is. It’s Penn-Griffin School for the Arts is a charter school. 

GC: It’s a Magnet School 

LV: It’s a Magnet School Thank You for correcting me how do you feel about it being a Magnet 

School? 

GC: We need it and like I said when I was in Penn the Arts one of the things Mr. Burford made 

sure we were introduced to and a part of. What are you gonna do you? You can’t call it William 

Penn you need to expand the school down there. So that doesn’t bother me, it probably bothers a 

lot of the student that graduated from William Penn but well you got the auditorium and the 

classrooms and the cafeteria and they got the Coltrane wing which used to be the shop class and 

the  music department. But like I always say it’s where the money is. If you don’t have the 

money you don’t have the support behind you, you are going to lose the game. And we didn’t put 

a whole lotta money into renovating that auditorium versus whites. We probably had more to say 

than, but when it comes to money. Well my dear we have to cut it short. 

LV: Okay 

GC: I gotta go and apologize to somebody. 

End: 2 hours 33 minutes and 49 seconds 


